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He voiced precisely those arguments in support of the
actions of his Ministry as had so often been put forward by
spokesmen of the British Raj. The only difference was
that he condemned members of the R.S.S. and the Sikh
Akali Dal, or Sikh Extremists, for " resorting to unlawful
and violent means " and " putting faith in futile and harmful
activities."
Grey Suit nodded approval to most of the Home Minister's
remarks ; but when the old warrior defended the detention
of prisoners without trial by growling that after all only a
very small percentage of India's millions were affected by
such measures, I thought my new friend would get himself
ejected from the building.
" Is this the freedom we've longed for ? " exploded Grey
Suit. " No man should be imprisoned without trial. That's
one of the cardinal features of democracy. How can he
have the effrontery to sit there and prate of our progress as
long as a single citizen is denied the elementary right of
being proved guilty in open court before he is punished ?
We don't even have the excuse of being at war. This
system in time of peace is monstrous. It's worse than the
feudalism of our states. Their people would have every
right now to complain that they've been freed from one
tyranny only to come under another more efficient than its
predecessor."
In the middle of his tirade, when his whispered soliloquy
had risen above a whisper, the usher crept into the gallery.
But he had not come to summon Grey Suit to leave. He
moved instead towards an Englishman who was leaning
forward with both forearms resting upon the rails of the
front row, intent upon the scene below.
After a few words, the Englishman, looking mildly
astonished, sat back on the bench and the usher slipped
quietly out of the gallery again.
" What was wrong ? " I asked Dadar.
<c Oh, I s'pose he was telling the Englishman that it's